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By NicHo.Las Bass Le, Efq; 





NUMBER XVII. 





SATURDAY, Fuly 3, 1756. 





Obfcuris vera involvens. 


AY Receive complaints from all quarters of 
“ae this Metropolis of the mifbehaviour of 
Servants to their Mafters and Mittreffes. 

MG One of my Correfpondents, a Lady, 
?apjaz whofe Letter I fhall make the fubject 
2283 of this Day’s Paper, is extremely de- 
firous of fome emendation in this particular, and I con- 





fefs not without reafon, for according to her own ac- 
count (which is drawn up with fuch an air of fimplicity 
that I cannot doubt the truth of it) fhe has been 
groflly abufed, and is really an object of compaffion. 
—Without any farther Preamble, I fhall now lay be- 
fore the Public her Letter, juft as it came to my 
Hands, 

Kk Mr, 








Mr. Basse, Gro/venor-Street. 

You are a public-fpirited Man, I am fure you are, 
— your Writings convince me that you have the wel- 
fare of your Fellow-Creatures at heart. — I with, Sir, 
you would take notice of the ridiculous and pernicious 
Fafhion almoft univerfally prevailing with regard to the 
recommendation of Servants. —My cafe is an unhappy 
one. — Pray be fo good as to print it, by way of a 
warning-piece. I have loft the affections of my Hfut- 
band; I am hated by my Children, neglected by my 
Friends, and defpifed by the World, becaufe I have 
repofed too much confidence in‘a Woman who was 
preffingly recommended to me by a very intimate Ac- 
quaintance, by whom I was never deceived in any 
other fhape. But this Woman, Sir, is the artfulleft, 
the moft infinuating and vileft Creature that ever fet 
her foot in a Houfe: and her true character is dia- 
metrically the reverfe of that which fhe broucht with 
her. — Pray animadvert on the ungenerous behaviour of 
Matters and Miftreffes on fo interefting an Occafion, 
and you will extremely oblige, 


Your very fincere Admircr, 
° W. 

The afteGting circumftances of this Lady’s cafe evi- 
dently fhew, that the cuftom now fo much in vogue 
of intruding Drunkards, Proftitutes, and the moft aban- 
don’d, unprincipled Wretches into the fervice of {ober 
and reputable Families, is a very iniquitous one, and 
may be attended with the moft fatal confequences. 
Thofe who recommend Servants with vitiated Minds 
and corrupt Morals, frequently endeavor to apologize 
for their conduc, by faying, “ Tis very hard to de- 
«© prive even wicked Servants of their bread; if Matters 
“* refufe to grant a recommendation, their Servants may 
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* dicial to their honour, and to circulate family fe- 
* crets till they become the town-talk. But how 
childith, how weak, how frivolous are all thefe ex- 
cufes ? — If our Servants report Falfhoods, we have no- 
thing to dread from their flanderous fpeeches, for we 
may eafily confute them by the integrity of our Lives ; 
and if we fuperintend our Thoughts, Words and Ac- 
tions with vigilance and circumfpection, we need not 
be afraid of the whifpers of back-wounding calumny. 
Befides no Perfon of common fenfe would entruft a 
Servant with the fecret hiftory of his failings, or ex- 
hibit himfelf in a ludicrous light to thofe who fhould 
always look up to him with the moft fubmiffive re- 
fpect, and a kind of reverential awe. We fhould re- 
culate our conduct, in the prefence of our Domettics, 
with as much caution and referve, as if we were 
viewed at full length by the eye of the World. The 
manners of Servants, I am inclined to believe, are ge- 
nerally copied from the manners of their Mafters, for 
they judge by example more than by precept. The 
Matter, therefore, fhould not only pradtife all the vir- 
tues becoming a Man within the Pale of his own Fa- 
mily, but endeavour alfo, as much as he can, to keep 
his Servant from being fpoilt for his ftation, by herding 
with diffolute Companions, in any other Place. He 
fhould above all remember, that “ a truly religious 
«<< Servant can never be a bad one.” If we are obliged 
to difcharge a Servant for the commiffion of any fla- 
grant vices, Iet us not beftow a favourable recommen- 
dation on him; nay, if we are fatisfied that his mind 
is tainted with one principle which may render him 
unfit for the proper performance of his Duty, let us 
not fend him with it unnoticed, and under the fanction 
of a good charatter, into the fervice of a Friend — or 
a Stranger. By giving a favourable account of bad Ser- 
vants, we not only injure the deferving ones, but the 

Perfons to whom we recommend them. 
Poetical Records inform us, that the Sorcerefs Medea 
nimated partly by defpair, and partly by revenge, dif- 
patched 
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patched a cabinet of wild-fire, as a friendly prefent, to 
her Rival Creufa; and that when the unhappy Princefs 
opened it, a fiery deluge burft forth, in which fhe her 
felf and the whole palace was quickly confumed. This 
Story, when ftript of the difguife in which Fancy and 
Fition have obfcured it, means only, that Madam Medea 
being violently exafperated at fome affront put upon her 


by the Lady Creufa, thought fhe could not revenge it 


in a more proper manner, than by fending her a gracelefs 
Waiting-Maid, who, like moft intriguing Servants, foon 
after her arrival, began to difleminate Heart-burnings, 
Fermentations, Jealoufies and Embroilments between her 
Miftrefs and the reft of the Family, and foon wrapt 
the whole Palace in one general combuftion by the 
wild-fire of her ‘Tongue. 


The beft method I can think of, for putting a ftop 
to the abominable practice abovementioned, is to give 
a fair, candid and true recommendation, and to reject 
the proffer'd fervice of thofe who apply to us without 
fuch a one. But as fome Ladies and Gentlemen are fo 
invincibly {crupulous, fo inconfiderately charitable, that they 
would not for the World exclude poor Creatures from the 
means of fubfiftence, and think that a Fellow who juftly 
merits a halter in their own Family, may repent and 
grow honeft in another, I beg leave to advife all fuch 
fqueamith People, when any Servant, though he has not 
demeaned himfelf well, has the Effronterze to claim a 
written teftimonial of his good behaviour, to draw it up 
for him in the Frezch figure, commonly called a doudble- 
entendre, Which, like the ancient Sybilline Oracles, may 
inclade two oppo/ite meanings, and be taken in either. — 
I have met with a very ingenious one of this kind, ad- 
drefled by a Nobleman at Parzs to the French Ambaf- 
fador at Reme, in behalf of an impudent Ecclefiaflic. In 
imitation of this I have fketched out a Model for a Re- 
commendation, which (mutatis mutanais) may be adapted 
to the Butler, the Houfe-keeper, the Valet or the Cook, 
and, in fhort, to Vaflals and Dependants of all Ranks and 
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Denominations whatever. This Model I would advife all 
thofe whom it may concern, to have in their eye, and 
make ufe of, when Servants who are difcharged for high 
Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefume with a fhamelefs con- 


fidence to petition a good Character. 


To my Lady LackmaIp. 


Madam, 


The Bearer of this Letter 
Eliz. Fidget, has lived with me 
three Weeks, and during all this time 
I have had reafon to think her the moft 
difhoneft Creature that ever 
enter’d into the fervice of my Family, 
fhe is not more deferving of elteem 
for her behaviour in other refpe&is, the 
is diffolute, carelefs, and dranken, 
and has a natural antipathy to 
whatever is commendable and feemly ; 


to your Ladyfhip, by Name 

feven Years, eight Months, and about 
in which fhe has been my Houfekeeper, 
faithful to her Charge, and leatft 
(as 1 am ready to vouch at all times) 
and I affure you on my honour, that 
for her ftrict attendance to my orders, than 
not like many an infolent baggage, who 
abhors all fuch fcandalous doings, 
every thing that is bad, as fhe prefers 
whatever a Miftrefs may expeét or defire 











in the difpofition of a Servant, fuch a one I think your Ladyfhip wants, & 
fuch a woman is Fidget, in fhort’tis not for the leaft mifbehaviour, or 
for male praétices, infolence, or neglect, but my retiring from Town, 
and other reafons equally cogent, that with the utmoft reluCtance poffible 
I am forced to part with her. You may depend upon the truth of this, and 
will find her aniwer my defcription (if you think proper to make a tryal) 
I dare fay in every particular. 


I am your Ladyfhip’s, &c. 


I received the following Letter foon after the Lady’s dated 
from Gro/venor-Street, and hope it will be of fome fervice to thofe 
ior whofe benefit I publifh it. 


To Nicnoras Basse, Efq; 
SIR, Thames-flreet, fune 


fama large Trader, and have a fnug Eftate befides my Bufinets, 
with only one Child, a Son, to inherit it, whom I took into my 
Compting houfe, as foon as Mr. Kippax told me he was perfect in 
his Arithmetic, in order to have him under my own Eye, and to 
make him a Man of Bufinefs. I was at firft in hopes he would be 
a Chip of the old Block, but he has lately contracted an acquaint- 
ance with a couple of priggifh Puppies, Zack Blufter and Tom Titup : 
and I believe they have turned his head: for, fince he knew them, 

| le€ted his Accompts, and inftead of minding Debtor and 
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Creditor, Ledger and Cafh-Book, talks of nothing, but Vaux-ball 
and Ranelagh, Affemblies and Reviews; and ftudies one Hoyte on 
Whitt till he ftares like a Bedlamite. In a Morning he is drefled 
juft like a Hackney-Coachman, and walks up and down the 
Compting-houfe, humming Ballads, and practifing Dancing-fteps 
till Dinner. As foon as he has dined, he goes to his Room, and 
fets two hours under the fingers of a French Ratcal, till he is tranf- 
mogrified into a very Devil, and comes down with his head four 
inches thick with Greafe and grey Powders, and fmells fo much 
of Lavender Water, that my Dinner comes up to my throat. Then 
truly, he fays he is fit to be feew; and after fixing himfelf in a Chair 
as gingerly as if he was a China Doll, is carried off for the Evening ; 
and the next Morning the fame trade begins again. I have {wore 
at him, and laugh’d at him, nay reafon’d with him but in vain: 
— he vows the Life of a Man of Bufinefs is mean: and tells me 
he muft enjoy my money at my death, if I won’t let him have it 
before. But [ tell him there he may be out, for that I can leave it 
to whom I pleafe; and affure him, when he highly provokes me, 
that I will rather diftribute it among Hofpitals, than leave it to a 
Creature half Man, half Monkey — but my Words are Wind. He 
tells me he had rather be aunikilated (one of ‘his outlandifh Words 
I fuppofe) than not live like other young Fellows: now thelfe other 
young Fellows are Zisup and Blufeer, (whofe Fathers are Merchants, 
and would be glad to fee them fettle in Bufinefs: but they are 
worfe than my Harry; for Jom keeps an Italian Singer, and Yack 
is always knocking down every Man who is fobercr than himfelf, 
by which means he has Jain in all the Roundhoufes in London, and 
is now in fuch a Pickle, that it is an even tofs-up whether he will 
be ever able to fcour the Streets again. 

I wifh you would give thefe headftrong Youths a little whole- 
fome advice. Tell them they are not only a parcel of ridiculous Cox- 
combs, but will certainly come to the Gallows: for I fuppofe their 
Jaft fhift will be the Highway. I fhould be glad to know whether 
thefe raking Dogs, who are fo fond of following the Fashions, 
would chufe to follow their Companions to the Devil, for to Ais 
Dominions they feem to be travelling Febu-like. This is the need- 
ful at prefent from, Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 


SAM. SEALAND. 











